74                 The Nefood and Djcbcl Shomer        FCHAP. in

fraternity and equality, are not a few whose dingy garments
and coarse features bespeak them of mechanical profession, or
at least poor. Some Bedouins are mixed with the rest, and
may at once be known by their scanty ragged dress and cringing
attitude. The lowest in the nomade scale here present are the
uncouth Sherarat, and the still more uncouth Solibah; while
the Shomer, near akin to many of the townsmen, and somewhat
polished by more frequent intercourse with the civilized world,
may stand highest in this category.

At our first appearance a slight stir takes place. The
customary salutations are given and returned by those nearest
at hand; and a small knot of inquisitive idlers, come up to see
what and whence we are, soon thickens into a dense circle.
Many questions are asked, first of our conductor, Djedey', and
next of ourselves ; our answers are tolerably laconic. Mean-
while a thin middle-sized individual, whose countenance bears
the type of smiling urbanity and precise etiquette, befitting his
office at court, approaches us. His neat and simple dress, the
long silver-circled staff in his hand, his respectful salutation, his
politely important manner, all denote him one of the palace
retinue. It is Seyf, the court chamberlain, whose special duty
is the reception and presentation of strangers. We rise to
receive him, and are greeted with a decorous, " Peace be with
you, brothers," in the fullness of every inflection and accent
that the most scrupulous grammarian could desire. We return
an equally Priscianic salutation. " Whence have you come *\
may good attend you!" is the first question. Of course we
declare ourselves physicians from Syria, for our bulkier wares
had been disposed of in the Djowf, and we were now resolved
to depend on medical practice alone. "And what do you
desire here in our town? may God grant you success!" says
Seyf. "We desire the favour of God most high, and, secondly,
that of Telal," is our answer, conforming our style to the cor-
rectest formulas of the country, which we had already begun
to pick up. Whereupon Seyf, looking very sweet the while,
begins, as in duty bound, a little encomium on his master's
generosity and other excellent qualities, and assures us that we
have exactly reached right quarters.

But alas ! while my comrade and myself were exchanging
side-glances of mutual felicitation at such fair beginnings,